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SECTION I: 

A Brief History of The Six Flags Over Texas 

 

SPAIN 
(15 19-1685) 

Following in the wake of the Nina, the Pinta and the Santa Maria, the Spanish 
conquistadors in their gleaming metal helmets and breastplates were the first 
Europeans to invade the mainland of North America.  They introduced the first 
gunpowder to the New World, although the smoke and flash and thunder that the cannons belched were probably 
more effective against the Indians than the solid lead balls that were discharged.  Even more terrifying, the Spanish 
were riding the first horses that the Indians had ever seen.  The animals were not indigenous to the Americas.  To 
the Indians, a mounted conquistador must have appeared as some form of alien monster perhaps, or even a god. 

In 1521,  Hernando Cortez, commanding a handful of Spanish troops and aided by Indian allies, conquered the 
great Aztec empire and claimed the vast wealth of Montezuma.  Mexico City, the center of Spain's North American 
empire, rose upon the ruins of the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlan. 

A decade later, Francisco Pizzaro, with an even smaller Spanish force, reaped more than twice as much treasure when 
he defeated the Incas of Peru. 

Reveling in the riches so easily plundered, Spain turned her insatiable gaze northward.  In 1540, Francisco Vasquez de 
Coronado led a massive expedition to locate and secure the riches of the north.  For two years Coronado boldly  
crisscrossed the Southwest from the barren deserts of Arizona through the vast emptiness of the Texas panhandle to 
the bleak Kansas prairies.  He discovered no cities of gold, however – no Cibola, no Gran Quivira, no El Dorado - and 
finally returned to Mexico in disgrace. 

Since Coronado did not find any cities of gold in the Southwest, Spain virtually lost all interest in their northern territory.  
Except for some settlements along the upper Rio Grande, in an area that was christened New Mexico, there were no 
major Spanish ventures into Texas and the Southwest for almost a century and a half. 

Then the French, enemies of Spain, landed in Texas.  

 

FRANCE 
(1685-1689) 

In 1682, Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, a French nobleman-adventurer, descended the 
Mississippi, claiming all the land for his native France.  Named for the king of France, 
Louis XIV, this huge Louisiana Territory encompassed roughly the central third of the 
present-day continental United States. 

Three years later, La Salle sailed into the Gulf of Mexico to establish a colony at the mouth of the big river that 
would protect his claim from Spain, then at war with France.  However, his ships overshot the Mississippi, and La 
Salle and his colonists were deposited on the Texas coast in the vicinity of Matagorda Bay.  Deep within Spanish 
territory, La Salle hastily constructed a wooden stockade which he named Fort St. Louis and raised the royal standard 
of the Grand Monarch of France – the golden fleur de lis of France, emblazoned on a snow white field. 

The Spanish proved to be the least of his problems, however. The coastal swamps were the domain of both 
malaria-bearing mosquitos and the Karankawas, a primitive tribe notorious for their cannibalistic rituals.  Both the 
mosquitos and the Indians feasted on the fort's garrison, the Karankawas picking off Frenchmen who ventured 
from the stockade in search of food. 

When Spanish authorities learned of La Salle's incursion, they dispatched Don Alonzo De Leon, governor of 
Coahuila, to lead an expedition to locate Fort St. Louis.  When De Leon finally found the weed-enshrouded 
stockade in 1689, only a few skeletons remained of the French garrison.  
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SPAIN 
(1690-1821) 

La Salle's brief, ill-fated venture into Texas spurred the Spanish authorities to protect their 
northern territory by establishing missions and presidios.  At the missions, priests taught 
the local Americans about Christianity; converting the native population was deemed more efficient than fighting 
them.  The presidios were forts that protected the missions – and the borders. 

In 1690, De Leon returned north to help found the first East Texas mission, San Francisco de los Tejas.  It was 
established among the Hasinai Indians, a major division of the great Caddo Confederation that inhabited east Texas.  
The most advanced of all the early Texas tribes, the Caddos utilized sophisticated farming tools and produced 
exquisite pottery and woven rugs and baskets.  They lived in circular, cone-shaped structures made of bent poles 
covered with grass.  The houses were clustered together in permanent villages, surrounded by fields in which they 
raised corn, beans, squash, tobacco and other crops.  Primarily farmers, they supplemented their food supply by 
fishing or by hunting the plentiful deer, bear, and other game that roamed in the surrounding forests. 

The Caddos’ most enduring contribution to Texas history was the inadvertent naming of the state. Father Damien 
Massenet, who traveled with De Leon and established the first mission, overheard the traditional Hasinai greeting, 
"Tayshas" (meaning "Welcome, friend”). Mistaking the greeting for the name of the tribe, Father Massenet erroneously 
described their domain as the "great kingdom of the Texas." 

The East Texas missions failed.  Along with God, the Spanish missionaries introduced the Caddos to European diseases 
for which the Indians had no natural immunities.  Epidemics swept through the tribes, claiming 3,000 lives, perhaps 
half the population of the Hasinai nation.  Understandably, the survivors became reluctant to associate with the 
missionaries.  Rumblings of a Caddo uprising prompted the Spanish to abandon their missions and temporarily 
withdraw from East Texas. 

A similar fate befell other tribes who had welcomed Spanish missionaries.  The Bidai lived in bearskin huts between 
the Brazos and Colorado rivers and regarded themselves as the oldest natives of Texas, but exposure to European 
diseases almost exterminated the tribe. 

During the next century, the persistent Spanish returned to Texas to establish new missions and presidios.  A few 
permanent towns emerged.  Nacogdoches grew out of a second cluster of East Texas missions.  A mission and presidio 
established on the site of La Salle's ill-fated fort was later moved inland, but it retained the nickname La Bahia (the bay).  
Later the community was called Goliad.  San Antonio de Bexar, the largest Texas settlement, developed around the mission 
San Antonio de Valero, ultimately immortalized as the Alamo. 

In 1680, the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico rose up against the New Mexico settlements on the upper Rio Grande, 
driving the Spanish colonists back south.  The fleeing Spaniards left behind thousands of horses that were quickly 
dispersed among the nomadic Plains tribes, who for centuries had trod wearily on foot behind the migratory bison 
herds.  The horse mobilized the Plains Indians, allowing them to range farther and faster and to become more 
proficient at both hunting and warfare.  For the first time, native Texans posed a serious threat to the Spanish claim 
over Texas. 

Initially, the Apaches were the most aggressive of the Plains tribes.  Mounted on horseback, they became masters of 
hit-and-run commando tactics, thundering suddenly and boldly into the Spanish settlements – killing, burning, and 
stealing more precious horses – then disappearing into the vast expanses of the Texas prairies to the north and west, 
a land that came to be known as Apacheria.  Sometimes Spanish troops pursued the raiders; most often they never 
found them. 

However, another Indian nation soon migrated into the country and contested the Apaches' domination.  A primitive 
Shoshone subtribe, they had originated in the distant Rockies of Colorado and Wyoming, where they subsisted on nuts and 
insects and an occasional feast of jackrabbit.  Then they heard of the wondrous, fleet-footed animals to the south.  During 
the early 18th Century, bands of these Indians began migrating into Texas, stealing or bartering for mounts.  The horse 
transformed them from an insignificant race to the greatest and most feared light cavalry in the Americas, the "Cossacks 
of the Plains."  They pushed on southward, challenging the Apaches with a ferocity Texas had never before witnessed. They 
came to be known by the Ute word for "enemy," Komantcia, or Comanche.  Ironically, the Spanish, who had easily 
conquered the most advanced tribes in the Americas, never achieved more than a foothold in the Texas domain of 
the primitive, nomadic Comanche Indians.   



4 
 

As Texas entered the 19th Century, there were still only three major settlements:  Nacogdoches, Goliad, and San 
Antonio de Bexar.  Ironically, it was the descendants of the horses brought to the New World by the Spanish 
conquistadors that had rendered the Plains Indians seemingly invincible.  By the late 1700's, however, Spain had 
more serious concerns than the hostile Indians in a remote northern province. 

The American Revolution produced modern history's first great experiment in independent selfgovernment.  During 
that conflict, the thirteen colonies had received substantial assistance from the French.  The dramatic birth of the 
United States generated aftershocks that surged across the Atlantic to topple the French monarchy.  From the chaos 
of that Reign of Terror emerged a diminutive figure who would cast a long shadow that darkened the European 
continent and stretched back across the Atlantic.  The French Revolution had replaced a flaccid, self-indulgent 
monarch with a power-driven emperor named Napoleon Bonaparte.  Napoleon's European wars prevented him from 
extending his growing empire back into North America, however, and in 1803 he sold the Louisiana Territory – some 
828,000 acres between the Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains – to the United States, virtually doubling the size of 
the young nation. 

Then the contagious fervor of independence rebounded back to the New World.  In 1810, a dashing 17-year-old 
Venezuelan named Simon Bolivar joined the struggle to free his South American homeland from Spanish rule.  That 
same year, Father Miguel Hidalgo initiated the Mexican war for independence from Spain. 

The Mexican Revolution was still being fought 10 years later when Moses Austin, a Connecticut yankee, appeared in 
San Antonio de Bexar with a plan to introduce American colonists into Texas.  At first the Spanish officials were 
suspicious.  Some American filibusters had been aiding the Mexicans in their struggle for independence, but Austin 
had successfully –and peacefully– colonized Missouri when it had been Spanish territory.  The Spanish authorities 
realized that they could never overcome the Indian threat until more people moved into Texas; and since very few 
Mexicans below the border seemed inclined to migrate there, the authorities granted permission to Austin.   

Unfortunately, Austin died after his return to the United States. His dream of colonizing Texas was passed to his son, 
Stephen Fuller Austin, who would earn the title "The Father of Texas." 

 

 

MEXICO 
(1821-1836) 

In 1821, Stephen F. Austin rode to San Antonio, only to learn that Mexico had just won 
its long war for independence from Spain.  Austin had to journey all the way to Mexico 
City to reapply for permission to colonize Texas.  For the same primary reason – the Indian problem – the Mexican 
officials granted permission for him and other empresarios to bring settlers into Texas.  The Mexican Constitution of 
1824, patterned after the U.S. Constitution, further encouraged immigration. By 1830, the flood of Anglo settlers who 
had "Gone to Texas" greatly outnumbered both the native Indian and Tejano population.  

In 1833, Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna was elected President of Mexico.  He abruptly discarded the Constitution and 
assumed dictatorial powers, proclaiming himself the "Napoleon of the West."  Santa Anna's forces brutally suppressed 
Mexican provinces that rebelled. 

Remote Texas posed a more formidable problem, however.  Most of the Anglo colonists were only one generation 
removed from the Minute Men who had shed blood in the American Revolution.  Moreover, many of the Tejano leaders 
–men such as Jose Antonio Navarro, Francisco Ruiz, and Juan Seguin– stood shoulder-to-shoulder with the colonists in 
their fight against oppression. 

In the vicious winter of 1835-36, Santa Anna led his Army of Operations – nearly 7,000 strong -- across 800 miles of barren desert 
into Texas.  It was a feat worthy of Napoleon.  On February 23, 1836, he descended on San Antonio de Bexar and laid siege to the 
tiny Texian garrison that defended the Alamo. 

Only 150 miles to the northeast, a convention that assembled at Washington-on-the-Brazos declared Texas to be an independent 
republic on March 2, 1836.  The fifty-nine delegates elected David G. Burnet as provisional President, and Dr. Lorenzo De Zavala 
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was chosen as his Vice-President.  Sam Houston became Commander-In-Chief of the Texian forces.  Francisco Ruiz and Jose Antonio 
Navarro were among the men who signed their names to the Texas Declaration of Independence. 

Within only a few days the survival of the new republic appeared very doubtful.  On March 6, Santa Anna's forces finally stormed the 
Alamo and massacred the entire garrison.  At Coleto Creek on March 19, Mexican forces defeated the 400 Texians commanded by 
Colonel James Walker Fannin.  Santa Anna ordered their execution, and the prisoners were shot down near Goliad on Palm Sunday, 
March 27. 

The “Napoleon of the West” met his Waterloo at San Jacinto on April 21 by an army whose battle cry was "Remember the Alamo! 
Remember Goliad!" 

 
 

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 
(1836-1845) 

The election for first President of the new Republic of Texas was hotly contested between the 
warrior, Sam Houston, and the diplomat, Stephen F. Austin.  Houston won and graciously 
appointed Austin as Secretary of State.  Sadly, Austin soon died of pneumonia. 

The new nation faced many major problems. As an adopted Cherokee, Houston especially struggled to bring peace 
between the Texans and the Indian nations.  When one of Houston's agents reported that the Comanches only wanted 
a defined boundary, Houston retorted, "If I could build a wall from the Red River to the Rio Grande, so high that no Indian 
could scale it, the white people would go crazy trying to devise means to get beyond it."  To the President's frustration, 
the Texas Senate refused to ratify any of Houston's Indian treaties. 

Under the Texas Constitution, no President could serve consecutive terms.  In 1838, Mirabeau Bonaparte Lamar, who 
had commanded the Texian cavalry at San Jacinto, became the second President.  Lamar hated the Indians and 
attempted to drive them from the borders of Texas.  During his administration, Texas became a battleground stained by 
red blood, regardless of whether it drained from the wounds of Indians or white men. 

Re-elected President, Houston again turned his efforts toward peace.  In 1843, at the abandoned stockade known as 
Bird's Fort (located just a few miles north of the present-day Six Flags Over Texas park), Houston arranged a major treaty 
between ten Indian tribes and the Republic of Texas.  Former Indian fighter General Edward H. Tarrant (for whom Tarrant 
County is named) served as one of the Indian agents at the treaty council.  President Houston himself appeared at the 
council and told the assembled chiefs: 

We are willing to make a line with you, beyond which our people will not hunt. Then in red man's land beyond 
the treaty line, unmolested by white men, the hunter can kill the buffaloes and the squaws can make corn.  

This time the Senate ratified the treaty.  Perhaps the most significant treaty between the Republic and the Indian nations, 
the Bird's Fort Treaty established a peaceful precedent for subsequent negotiations with the tribes.  

 

 
 

THE UNITED STATES 
(1845-1861) 

 

"The Republic of Texas is no more," proclaimed Anson Jones, the last President of the Republic, on February 19, 1846 as 
the Stars and Stripes rose over the capital building in Austin and waved proudly in the breeze.  Officially, the United 
States Congress had annexed Texas as the 28th state on December 29, 1845. 

When Texas had been a Mexican province, its southwestern boundary had been the Nueces River. The Republic of Texas 
had claimed lands further south to the Rio Grande, the border now recognized by the United States.  Conflict between 
the nations over the Nueces Strip, the fertile area between the two rivers, prompted the U.S. to send troops to guard 
the Rio Grande.  When those troops were engaged by Mexican forces, the United States Army retaliated by invading 
Mexico. 

Texans who joined the U.S. Army once again had the opportunity to fight against Santa Anna.  Once again the “Napoleon 
of the West” fell to defeat. This time his capitulation cost Mexico the California and New Mexico territories, a 525,000 
square mile area that also included the modern states of Arizona, Nevada and Utah, and parts of Colorado and Wyoming.  
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THE CONFEDERATE STATES  

OF AMERICA 
(1861-1865) 

 

By 1860, the issues of states’ rights and slavery threatened to tear the United States apart.  Most southerners could  not 
afford slaves – and many opposed the "peculiar institution" – but they believed strongly in the principle of states’ rights, 
the philosophy that state governments wielded more authority over their domain than did the federal government.  Such 
southerners generally placed their loyalty to their native state above their allegiance to the nation.  Only the wealthiest 
25 percent of southerners could afford slaves, but those members of the aristocratic landed gentry comprised the most 
influential voices in the South. 

Most Texans sympathized with their southern neighbors to the east and wanted to join those states in separating from 
the Union and creating a new country – the Confederate States of America.  However, Sam Houston, then Governor of 
Texas, warned of terrible consequences if Texas seceded from the United States.  He was ignored.  On January 28, 1861, 
Texas left the Union and joined the Confederacy.  The War Between the States began less than three months later.  
Because he refused to take an oath of loyalty to the Confederacy, Houston was removed from office.  Sam Houston did 
not live to see his dire prophecy fulfilled.  He died in 1863, midway through the war. 

During the war, Texas contributed some 50,000 men and vast amounts of supplies to the Confederate effort.  On May 
13, 1865, Confederate troops defeated a Union force at Palmito Hill, near the Rio Grande.  This engagement proved to 
be the last battle of the Civil War.  Neither side knew that the war had ended at Appomattox Courthouse a month earlier. 

 

 

THE UNITED STATES  

OF AMERICA 
(1865-present) 

Sam Houston had been right.  Texas and the other defeated southern states paid a terrible price. Many Texas soldiers never 
returned home from the war, and many of those who did were crippled for life.  The Texas economy was destroyed and 
left most Texans impoverished, their Confederate money worthless. 

However, Texas had one natural resource:  thousands of longhorn cattle roamed the prairie.  Because of their great 
abundance –and the deflated state economy– these cattle had virtually no value in Texas, but in the northeastern 
United States, where people had money but very little beef, the cows were worth about $40 each.  Thus the Texans began 
driving huge herds of longhorns north up the Chisholm Trail to the nearest railheads in Kansas where the cattle could be 
shipped to the northeast.  These great cattle drives salvaged the Texas economy.  By the mid-1870's, train tracks had been 
laid through Dallas and Fort Worth, ending the need for the long cattle drives; however, both ranching and farming 
remained major industries in Texas. 

Texas concluded the 19th century with the largest natural disaster in United States history.  On September 8, 1900, a 
monstrous hurricane and tidal wave washed over Galveston.  It leveled much of the city and more than 6,000 lives were 
lost. 

The new millennium brought regeneration.  Half a year after the Galveston tragedy and a few miles inland, a new natural 
resource literally erupted from the ground.  At Spindletop, near Beaumont, an estimated 800,000 barrels of crude oil 
spewed into the air before the well could be capped.  Soon cattle grazed in the shadows of the oil derricks that rose above 
the landscape.  By 1928, Texas had become the national leader in oil production, its vast oil fields producing 250,000 
barrels a year. 

In 1964, the National Aeronautics Space Administration established its headquarters for the space program in Houston, 
proving that the “eyes of Texas” could gaze boldly into the future.  And the Texas heritage remains strong.  The Lone Star 
State still leads the nation in livestock production and in the cultivation of cotton, grain, and numerous other crops. 

The Alamo still reigns as the #1 tourist attraction in Texas.  As the Entertainment Capital of Texas, Six Flags Over Texas also 
ranks high on the list.  
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SECTION II: 

A Brief History of Famous Events and Persons in Texas History 

 

THE ALAMO 

"Victory or Death!" 
February 23-March 6, 1836 

 
On February 23, 1836, General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna and the vanguard of his Mexican Army of Operations – 1,500 
soldados – descended on San Antonio de Bexar on the western frontier of Texas. Only a small force of 150 Texians defended 
San Antonio. They were commanded by Colonel James Bowie, a renowned adventurer, and Lt. Colonel William Barret 
Travis, a 26-year-old lawyer.  Also  prominent among their number was Colonel David Crockett, the famous bear hunter 
and former Congressman from Tennessee, who had recently arrived in Texas. 

At Santa Anna's arrival, the Texians retreated east across the river from the town and entrenched themselves into the 
ruins of the ancient mission San Antonio de Valero, now commonly known as the Alamo.  Santa Anna demanded that the 
Texians surrender or be "put to the sword."  "I answered the demand with a cannon shot, and our flag still waves proudly 
from the walls," Travis later wrote. "I shall never surrender or retreat." 

Enraged, Santa Anna raised a blood red banner – the symbol of "no quarter" – from the bell tower of the San Fernando 
Church, the highest point in the town across the river, so that it would be easily visible to the besieged Texians. Then the 
"Napoleon of the West" ordered his artillery to commence a bombardment against the Alamo's already crumbling adobe 
walls. 

Bedridden from a severe illness, Bowie relinquished full command to young Travis.  During the siege, Travis sent out several 
couriers with dramatic letters calling for reinforcements; however, only 32 men from nearby Gonzales are known to have 
joined the handful of defenders within the Alamo.  During that time, Santa  Anna's force swelled to approximately 2,500 
soldados as more of his  Army of Operations arrived in San Antonio. 

After 10 days of siege,  Travis realized that there was little hope of Texian reinforcements arriving in time to save the Alamo.  
In one of his last letters he wrote: 

I feel confident that the determined valour and desperate courage, heretofore evinced by my men, will not fail 
them in the last struggle, and although they may be sacrificed to the vengeance of a Gothic enemy, the victory 
will cost the enemy so dear, that it will be worse for him than a defeat. 

In the pre-dawn hours of March 6, a Sunday morning, Santa Anna launched an all-out assault against the Alamo. After a 
desperate half hour of combat, the superior numbers of the Mexicans carried them over the Alamo's walls and into the 
compound. Then, in chaotic darkness compounded by thick smoke, the Texians made their last stand, fighting hand to 
hand, room to room. 

By daylight the battle was over. Santa Anna kept his word.  All of the Texian defenders had been killed. Only the women and 
children non-combatants and Travis's slave Joe were spared.  However, Travis kept his word, as well.  The Texians inflicted 
casualties on nearly a third of Santa Anna's assault force.  A Mexican officer, Colonel Sanchez-Navarro, reviewing his losses 
after the battle, remarked, "Another such victory as this, and we will go to the Devil!" 

With their lives, the defenders of the Alamo bought time for the convention at Washington-on-the Brazos to declare Texas an 
independent republic, free from Santa Anna's tyranny.  General Sam Houston was confirmed as Commander-In-Chief of the 
Texian Army.  As the convention prepared a constitution for the new republic, it would fall to Houston to defeat Santa Anna, 
avenge the Alamo, and secure the independence of Texas. 
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DAVID (Davy) CROCKETT 

Born:  August 17, 1786, Greene County, Tennessee 
Died:  March 6, 1836, San Antonio, Texas 

“I leave this rule for others when I am dead: Be always sure you are right, then go ahead!" 

     -David Crockett 
 

Following the example set by his pioneering grandparents – massacred by Indians in 1777 – David Crockett remained at 
the forefront of the westward migration through the newly-created state of Tennessee. In 1813, he joined the local militia, 
serving under General Andrew Jackson in the Creek Indian War and the subsequent Florida campaign. 

Crockett possessed two great talents. His keen marksmanship kept the supper table supplied with game (he reported 
killing 102 bears in one season). but it was his shrewd homespun humor and skill at spinning a backwoods yarn that 
propelled him into politics, culminating in his election as a Congressman from Tennessee.  The Whig party adopted and 
promoted Crockett, embellishing his frontier character in a series of popular books and plays.  David Crockett evolved into 
"Davy" Crockett. 

Naive and honest, Crockett ultimately made a poor Washington politician.  He strongly opposed the Indian Removal Bill 
that led to the tragic "Trail of Tears." Defeated for re-election, he told his constituents to “Go to hell.  I am bound for 
Texas.”  From San Augustine, in the Mexican province of Texas, he wrote a last letter back to his children:  “I must say as to 
what I have seen of Texas it is the garden spot of the world.  I am rejoiced at my fate.  I had rather be in my present situation 
than to be elected to a seat in Congress for life.  Do not be uneasy about me, I am among my friends….”  Then Davy Crockett 
donned his coonskin cap, reached for his long rifle, and rode off to join James Bowie, William Barret Travis, and the other 
defenders of the Alamo to fight – and die – for Texas independence. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUSANNA DICKINSON 

"The Mother of the Alamo" 

Born:  1814 (?), Williamson County (?), Tennessee 
Died:  October 7, 1883, Austin, Texas 

 
On February 20, 1831, Almaron Dickinson and his 17-year-old bride Susanna arrived in Gonzales, Texas, where Dickinson opened a 
blacksmith shop.  On December 14, 1834, Susanna gave birth to a daughter, Angelina. 

By then, Mexican President Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna had discarded the democratic Mexican Constitution and proclaimed himse lf 
the "Napoleon of the West."  Many Texians and Tejanos opposed his dictatorship. In an effort to suppress open rebellion, a column of 
mounted Mexican soldados rode from San Antonio to Gonzales, demanding the surrender of a small cannon the Texians used for 
protection against Indian raids.  The colonists rallied to the defense of their gun. With Almaron Dickinson serving on the artillery crew, on 
October 2, 1835, the Texians fired their long rifles and cannon, driving the Mexicans back and signalling the start of the Texas  Revolution. 

Promoted to the rank of Lieutenant of Artillery, Dickinson joined the Texian army that captured San Antonio in early December.  Shortly 
afterwards, Susanna and her one-year-old daughter Angelina joined him there. 

On February 23, 1836, the vanguard of General Santa Anna's massive invasion army descended on San Antonio.  The Texians and Tejanos, 
numbering about 150, hastily retreated across the river into the ruins of an old Spanish mission known as the Alamo.  Though outnumbered 
ten-to-one, they defiantly refused to surrender.  Santa Anna raised a red flag, signalling that he would show “no quarter” to the defenders. 

During the heroic 13-day siege of the Alamo, Dickinson served as a Captain of Artillery.  Susanna and little Angelina huddled with a 
dozen Tejano women and children in a small room within the mission's old stone church. They prayed for reinforcements, but whereas 
the surrounding Mexican army swelled to 2,500, only 32 men from Gonzales slipped through the enemy lines to join the Alamo garrison. 

In the predawn hours of Sunday, March 6, the soldados stormed the Alamo. Their superior numbers overwhelmed the valiant Texian 
resistance. "Great God, Sue, the Mexicans are inside our walls," Dickinson called to his wife. "If they spare you, save our child."  Then he 
returned to his post to perish along with the other Alamo defenders.   

Santa Anna spared only the noncombatants. He sent Susanna and her infant daughter back to Gonzales with a warning to those who 
opposed him.  The “Mother of the Alamo” became its messenger of defeat. When she related her tragic story to General Sam Houston, 
he wept with her.  
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JAMES BOWIE 

Born:  1796, Logan County, Kentucky  
Died:  March 6, 1836, San Antonio, Texas 

“There is no man on whose forecast, prudence and valor I place a higher estimate than Colonel Bowie.”   
  -Sam Houston 

 

Born in Kentucky and raised in the bayous of Louisiana, James Bowie rode alligators for sport and hunted wild cattle with only a lariat 
and a knife.  He achieved a reputation as an adventurer who would gamble everything on stupendous schemes and daring enterprises. 

On September 19, 1827, Bowie was among more than a dozen gentlemen who journeyed to a Mississippi River sandbar to witness a 
duel.  The affair of honor degenerated into a battle among the partisan witnesses.  Attacked by three men armed with pistols and sword 
canes, Bowie resorted to his hunting knife, chasing one assailant into the woods, wounding the second, and kill ing the third.  The Sandbar 
Fight established national fame for both Bowie and his blade.  Within a few years, “Bowie” knives were being marketed around the 
country. 

In 1830, Bowie drifted into the Mexican province of Texas, settling in San Antonio de Bexar. The following year he married Ursula de Veramendi, 
whose father would serve as Vice-Governor and later Governor of Texas.  Later that year, Bowie led an 11-man expedition to locate lost 
Spanish silver mines along the San Saba River.  No historical evidence supports the legend that they found any silver; however, 164 hostile 
Indians found the small expedition.  A desperate day-long battle ensued before the Indians finally withdrew to wail over their many dead.  Bowie 
lost one man and three were wounded. 

After Ursula’s death in the cholera epidemic of 1833, Bowie threw himself into the escalating conflict with Mexico. A colonel in the 
volunteer Army of Texas, Bowie won more engagements than any other Texian leader, most notably at Concepcion, where Bowie ’s 90 
men repelled about 300 soldados. 

In January of 1836, Sam Houston sent Bowie to take command of the small Texian garrison at San Antonio.  Upon learning of the approach 
of Santa Anna’s army, Bowie wrote, “We will rather die in these ditches than give up this post to the enemy.”  Unable to defend the city 
with only 150 men, Bowie withdrew across the river into the old mission known as the Alamo. 

Bowie became ill on the second day of the siege of the Alamo and passed command to Lt. Colonel William Barret Travis.  Throughout 
the siege, Bowie remained bedridden in a small room in the south wall near the Alamo’s gate.  It is generally believed that he died on his 
cot, fighting with two pistols and his famous knife. 

When Bowie’s mother learned of her son’s death at the Alamo, she remarked, “So Jim is dead.  I’ll wager they found no bullets in his 
back.” 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE BATTLE AT SAN JACINTO 
 

"Remember the Alamo!" 

General Sam Houston arrived at Gonzales, 80 miles east of San Antonio, on March 11, 1836, to take command of an army of 
approximately 500 Texians ready to march to the relief of the Alamo. That same day, however, he received reports that the Alamo had 
fallen five days earlier.  Outnumbered and with no intelligence about the enemy, Houston's first order to his army was to "retreat." 

The Texians fell back to the east bank of the Colorado River.  Houston sent a courier to Goliad, where Colonel James Walker Fannin 
commanded 400 men fortified in an old Spanish presidio they had named Fort Defiance.  Houston ordered Fannin to withdraw from 
Goliad and join his force at the Colorado, but Fannin delayed his departure.  When he finally began his retreat, Mexican cavalry 
surrounded him on the open prairie.  Then Mexican infantry arrived.  The Texians fought a day-long battle but, outnumbered and without 
water, Fannin finally surrendered. His command was marched back to Goliad and imprisoned in their former fortress. 

On Palm Sunday, March 27, Mexican soldados marched their prisoners away from Goliad in three columns.  The Texians thought they 
were being taken to the coast to be shipped back to the United States.  However, after only a short distance the columns halted and the 
Mexican troops began firing into the prisoners.  Only a few Texians escaped the execution. 

The fate of Texas then rested solely with Houston and his army.  Its numbers had dwindled because some of the men had deserted to 
help their families flee to safety in what would become known as the Runaway Scrape. 

Again Houston ordered a retreat.  It was an unpopular order.  Many of the Texian volunteers had lost fathers, brothers, sons, and friends 
at the Alamo and Goliad.  The army wanted to fight, but they were too few and lacking military discipline.  Texas could not afford another 
massacre. 
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Houston led his nearly mutinous rabble back to the Brazos and camped in the river bottom near Groce's Plantation.  There he drilled the 
men relentlessly.  Reinforcements drifted in, many newly arrived from the United States, swelling the force to almost 900 men. Two small 
cannons were delivered to the camp, a gift from the people of Cincinnati, Ohio. They would be Houston's only artillery and were nicknamed 
“the Twin Sisters.” 

Most importantly, Houston's wily scout, Erastus "Deaf” Smith, reported that Santa Anna had divided his forces into four large  columns 
that were sweeping eastward across Texas. The “Napoleon of the West” himself was leading the vanguard which had marched down to 
the Texas coast. 

Houston mobilized his army and led them down the Brazos.  They crossed the wooden bridge over Vince's Bayou and continued eight 
miles further to the confluence of Buffalo Bayou and the San Jacinto River.  Houston camped his army in the moss-draped trees along 
that angle. Ahead of them stretched a mile-long prairie. 

Alerted to Houston's movements by his own scouts, Santa Anna marched his own column up from the coast and established camp amid 
the trees at the southeastern end of the prairie.  Even though a slight rise in the ground two-thirds the way toward the Mexican 
encampment obscured the views of the opposing forces, each side knew the other's location.  That afternoon their artillery exchanged 
fire and their cavalry skirmished, but Houston would not let his army commit to a full battle and ordered his cavalry to fall back. 

Santa Anna assumed that Houston would attack under cover of darkness, or perhaps at dawn as Santa Anna had done at the Alamo.  
He kept his soldados up all night, building barricades and waiting for the enemy.  However, Houston did not attack. 

The next morning, April 21, 1836, several hundred soldados from one of the other Mexican columns crossed over Vince's Bridge and 
reinforced Santa Anna.  The arrival of these troops, who had marched all night, raised the Mexican force to around 1,300 men. 

Santa Anna assumed that Houston would not risk an attack against a superior army fortified behind barricades so he leisurely waited for 
his other columns to arrive. That afternoon, he allowed his exhausted soldados to take a siesta.  Santa Anna was so confident that he 
did not even place sentries to watch the Texian camp. 

Alerted to the arrival of the Mexican reinforcements, Houston ordered "Deaf“ Smith to destroy Vince's Bridge.  Santa Anna could not receive 
any more reinforcements, and there would be no easy avenue of escape from that prairie.    

That afternoon Houston assembled his army into two long horizontal lines, with the cannons in the middle and cavalry on the right flank.  
With a wave of his sword, he led them across the plain.  As they appeared over the rise in the ground, Houston halted the army.  The  
Texians discharged a volley of rifle fire.  The “Twin Sisters” boomed.  The cry of "Remember the Alamo! Remember Goliad!" resonated 
across the prairie. Then the Texians charged. 

Advancing in broad daylight, across an open plain, the Texians had taken the Mexicans by surprise.  Shattered awake from their siesta, 
most of the soldados offered little resistance.  The battle was over in 20 minutes. The slaughter of the retreating Mexican troops lasted 
much longer. Approximately 650 soldados were killed and most of the rest were captured.  Santa Anna was among the few who escaped 
the field. 

Incredibly, the Texians lost only two men. Another seven would die later of wounds they had received. Twenty-five more received less 
critical wounds, including Houston, who had been shot through the ankle.  Texian scouts found Santa Anna the next day, wandering 
aimlessly in the tall grass near where Vince's Bridge had stood.  He was returned to the Texian camp where the cries for his execution 
persuaded Santa Anna to cooperate with his captors.  The "Napoleon of the West" readily agreed to sign a treaty acknowledging the 
independence of Texas and ordering his other armies to withdraw below the Rio Grande. 

The Republic of Texas was born. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

SAM HOUSTON 

Born:  March 2, 1793, Rockbridge County, Virginia 
Died:  July 26, 1863, Huntsville, Texas 

 

At the age of 16, Samuel Houston ran away from home and spent the next three years living among the Cherokee Indians.  Adopted 
into their tribe, he was given the name “the Raven”. 

Despite Houston’s empathy for the native Americans, his initial fame occurred during the war against the Creek Indians, who had 
massacred settlers at Fort Mims.  As a Third Lieutenant in the U.S. Army, Houston received three serious wounds at the battle of 
Horseshoe Bend in 1814; however, his heroism brought him to the attention of his commanding officer, General Andrew Jackson.  “Old 
Hickory” became Houston’s mentor, guiding a political career that culminated in Houston’s election as Governor of Tennessee. 

A scandalous divorce drove the giant bear of a man from the gubernatorial mansion into a self-imposed exile among his Cherokee 
family.  In those dark days, the Indians knew him as the “Big Drunk.” 
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In December, 1832, Houston joined the migration that had left the United States and “Gone to Texas,” then a province of Mexico.  Three 
years later the Texian colonists and native Tejanos revolted against the dictatorial Mexican President Santa Anna.  Houston was elected 
Commander-In-Chief of the rebel Army. 

Houston did not actually assume command of a Texian force until March 11, 1836, five days after the fall of the Alamo. The subsequent 
massacre at Goliad (March 27, 1836) left Houston’s small volunteer army the only opposition to Santa Anna’s 6,000 soldados. Yet, 
against superior numbers, Houston achieved an incredible victory at San Jacinto (April 21, 1836) and captured Santa Anna, securing 
the independence of Texas. 

The grateful Texians elected General “Sam Jacinto” the first President of their new republic. During his two administrations, Houston 
strove to maintain peace between whites, Tejanos, and Indians.  In 1843, he journeyed up the Trinity to Bird ’s Fort (only a few miles 
north of the current Six Flags Over Texas park) to secure a treaty with ten Indian tribes. 

After Texas joined the Union in 1845,   Houston served two terms as U. S. Senator.  In 1859, he was elected Governor of Texas, but his 
opposition to secession – and his refusal to take the oath of allegiance to the Confederacy – again compelled him to resign his 
gubernatorial position.  With his wife Margaret, he retired to Huntsville where he died before the end of the terrible civil war that he had 
predicted. 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

JUAN SEGUIN 

Born:  October 27, 1806, San Antonio,Texas  
Died: August 27, 1890, Nuevo Laredo, Mexico 

 
''I embraced the cause of Texas at the sound of the first cannon which foretold her liberty (and) filled an 
honorable role within the ranks of the conquerors of San Jacinto." -Juan Seguin 

 
Born into a prominent San Antonio family, Juan Nepomuceno Seguin was only 6 years old when he witnessed the creation (and tragic 
demise) of the first Republic of Texas.  This early effort to liberate Texas, and ultimately Mexico, from the Spanish crown lasted only four-
and-a-half months. Then Spanish troops recaptured San Antonio.  

The Spanish exacted a terrible revenge on those Tejanos who had sided with the revolutionaries, executing the men, confiscating their 
properties, and imprisoning their wives and children. The Seguins survived only because their father had declared his neutral ity during 
the civil war. 

Seguin became a rancher and also served as Mayor and political Chief of San Antonio, but he never forgot the atrocities rendered on his 
city by the Spanish royalists.  When Santa Anna, the newly-elected President of the Republic of Mexico, assumed dictatorial powers, 
Seguin quickly echoed Sam Houston, William B. Travis, and the other anglo-Texians calling for revolution. 

The war erupted, and Seguin formed a company of Tejano ranchers that joined the Texian army.  When Santa Anna's army descended 
on San Antonio, Captain Seguin and his men were among the Texian garrison that took refuge within the Alamo's crumbling walls. 

Recognizing Seguin's familiarity with the surrounding terrain, Colonel Travis dispatched him as a courier from the besieged Alamo.  James 
Bowie is said to have loaned his horse to Seguin because it was the fastest mount in the fort. 

Seguin subsequently re-formed his Tejano company and joined Sam Houston's army in its retreat to victory.  As General Houston formed 
his army prior to the battle of San Jacinto, he spotted Seguin's men.  Houston tactfully suggested that the Tejanos might prefer to remain 
at the camp and guard the baggage rather than engage the Mexican Army.  Seguin indignantly responded that he, too, had lost men at 
the Alamo; he and his men would fight.  Later Houston commended Seguin's "brave and gallant bearing in the battle of San Jacinto, with 
that of his men." 

After the Texian victory, Seguin returned to San Antonio where he gathered the ashes of the immolated Alamo defenders and directed 
their burial with full military honors. 
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CYNTHIA ANN PARKER 

"A captive of two cultures." 

Born:  1825 (?), Crawford County, Illinois  
Died:   1871 (?), Anderson County, Texas 

 
Among the six flags that have flown over Texas there is no national banner to represent the first people to live within its boundaries. No single 
seventh flag could adequately represent the Indians, for they were divided into many nations with many diverse  cultures: 

 The East Texas tribes, most notably the Caddos and the Cherokees, had sophisticated cultures based primarily on farming.  They lived in 
permanent villages.  The Cherokees even asked the Republic of Texas to provide them with legal title to their land. 

 The Plains Indians of West Texas, of whom the Comanches were most prominent, would never have made such a request.  They did not live in 
one place but followed the great bison herds that migrated across the prairies.  The buffalo provided almost all the needs of the Plains Indians – 
they ate its meat and made clothing and tepees from its hide.   

Not as sophisticated as the East Texas tribes, the Plains Indians tended to be more aggressive.  They opposed the Texan settlers who built 
forts and farms and fences on their prairie homelands; and because they did not live in one place, they proved to be more difficult to defeat – 
they could simply vanish into the vast plains. 

On the morning of May 19, 1836, just one month after the Texian victory at San Jacinto, several hundred Comanche, Kiowa, and Caddo 
warriors stormed Fort Parker, which had been erected only the year before (near present day Groesbeck).  The warriors killed the handful 
of men and scooped women and children, including 10-year-old Cynthia Ann Parker, onto the backs of their Indian ponies.  Then the 
raiders escaped with their prisoners, vanishing in the vast prairies of West Texas. 

Over the next few years, all of the captives were recovered except Cynthia Ann.  Her father had died in the massacre, but for  a quarter 
century afterwards, her Uncles James and Isaac continued the quest for Cynthia Ann.  There were rumors she had married the formidable 
Comanche war chief, Peta Nocona.  The Indians would never ransom her for any price. 

On December 18, 1860, Texas Rangers, led by Captain Lawrence Sullivan Ross, overtook Peta Nocona's raiders on the Pease River.  
Peta Nocona was killed in the battle.  Among the Indians taken prisoner was a blue-eyed woman with a 4-year-old daughter at her breast.  
Isaac Parker later identified the mother as Cynthia Ann.  She had been fully indoctrinated into the Comanche tribe.  She no longer spoke 
English and she perceived her rescue as a captivity by the whites.  She cut her hair short, a Comanche sign of mourning.  Several times 
she tried to escape her white relatives and flee back to the Indians and to the two sons she would never see again. 

In 1864, Cynthia Ann's young Comanche daughter Topsannah succumbed to a fever.  Brokenhearted, Cynthia lingered another six tragic 
years, but she left a great legacy.  One of her sons, Quanah, became one of the greatest war chiefs of the Comanches, thwarting the U.S. 
Army for almost a decade.  But by 1875, the decimation of the bison finally compelled the Plains Indians to surrender. Then, unlike his 
mother, Quanah readily assimilated the white man's culture into his own.  He supported the construction of reservation schools, promoted 
ranching among the Indians, invested in railroad stocks, and served as deputy sheriff of Lawton, Oklahoma. 

 
___________________________________________ 

 

BUFFALO SOLDIERS 

"I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the officers and men under my command, always cheerful and 
ready, braving the severest hardships with short rations and no water without a murmur; knowing no fear 

and capable of great endurance." -Major Albert P. Morrow, 9th U. S. Cavalry 
 

In July, 1866, the United States Congress passed legislation for the organization of the post-Civil War Army.  Recognizing the valuable 
service of the more than 180,000 black soldiers who fought for the Union, Congress authorized the establishment of several all -black 
regiments, most notably two regiments of cavalry.  Even before they engaged an enemy, these units were besieged by prejudice.  They 
were to be commanded by white officers, but many officers refused to lead black soldiers. Moreover, the Army consistently gave its most 
disagreeable assignments to the black regiments. 

Primary recruiting for the Ninth Regiment, United States Cavalry, occurred near New Orleans where former slaves with no military 
experience filled the ranks.  In June, 1867, the Ninth received orders to go to Texas. Its white commanding officer, Colonel Edward Hatch, 
established his headquarters at Fort Stockton, but he spread his companies from Fort Quitman, just below El Paso more than 150 miles 
to the west, to Fort McKavett, an equal distance to the east.  The regiment patrolled an even larger area, extending along the Rio Grande 
and then northward across the Staked Plains.  In this vast territory the black troopers constructed new military posts while protecting 
stage routes and ranches from attacks by rustlers and Indian raiders. 

The second all-black cavalry, the Tenth Regiment, organized at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas under Colonel Benjamin H. Grierson. It protected 
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railroad workers, strung telegraph lines, and initiated construction of what would become Fort Sill.  As with the Ninth Regiment, the 
troopers in the Tenth cavalry displayed their courage and competence in numerous hostile engagements.  Because of their dark, kinky 
hair, Cheyenne warriors dubbed their formidable adversaries "buffalo soldiers," a name that the black troopers proudly retained. 

During the Red River War of 1874, the Tenth Cavalry, reinforced by a battalion from the Ninth, scouted over more territory and defeated 
more Indians than any other regiment in the army. The black troopers proved themselves again and again, from the Apache wars of 
the Southwest to the charge up San Juan Hill. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

CHARLES GOODNIGHT 

Born:  March 5, 1836, Macoupin County, Illinois  
Died: December 12, 1929, Phoenix, Arizona 

 

“Charles Goodnight’s name was the best known of any in the cattleman’s West.  Even rival cattlemen were 
proud of him, and settlers figured he outranked the President of the United States.”  -William Timmons 

 
Charles Goodnight boasted that he was born at the same time as the Republic of Texas and that he "joined" Texas the year it entered the 
Union.  He became a cattleman in Palo Pinto County, although he occasionally served with the Texas Rangers.  It was Goodnight who guided 
Captain Lawrence Sullivan Ross' Rangers to the Comanche camp of Peta Nocona where they recovered Cynthia Ann Parker. 

After the War Between the States, during which Goodnight again served with the Rangers, he returned to cattle ranching.  Since the war had 
destroyed the Texas economy, Goodnight sought more profitable markets in New Mexico.  With Oliver Loving he organized a cattle drive from 
Fort Belknap to Fort Sumner.  For the trip, Goodnight built the very first chuckwagon.  With eighteen cowhands, they drove 2,000 cattle 
southwest to Horsehead Crossing on the Pecos River and then followed the Pecos north to Fort Sumner.  The route became famous as the 
Goodnight-Loving Trail.  On their third venture to Fort Sumner, Oliver Loving died from wounds he received in an Indian attack.   Goodnight 
returned his body to Texas and divided the cattle profits with Loving's family in Weatherford. 

Goodnight subsequently led cattle drives as far north as Wyoming to help stock the northern ranges.  In the late 1870's, he established 
the JA Ranch in Palo Duro Canyon and developed one of the finest Texas herds by crossbreeding the cows with Hereford bulls.  He 
also acquired a buffalo herd and experimented with crossbreeding the bison with Angus cattle to produce "cattalo." 

About this time Goodnight made a treaty with Quanah Parker, promising the hungry Comanches on reservation in Oklahoma two 
beeves every other day if the Indians would not raid his herds.  In the late 1880's, Goodnight moved to a smaller ranch near the 
panhandle town that bears his name.  There he allowed Quanah Parker and other reservation Indians to revisit their traditional ways 
by staging hunts among Goodnight's buffalo herd. 

Goodnight's wife died in 1926.  Because they shared the same distinctive last name, 90-year-old Charles then engaged in a long-
distance correspondence with 25-year-old Corinne Goodnight in Butte, Montana.  When Goodnight fell ill, Corinne came to Texas and 
nursed him back to health.  Goodnight celebrated his 91st birthday by marrying Corinne. 

He died two years later at their summer home in Phoenix. 

 

 

Students can follow informational signage throughout the park on    

Texas History Day to learn more about our rich state history! 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
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SECTION III:  THE SIX FLAGS OVER TEXAS PARK 

 

In 1961, when Six Flags Over Texas first opened its gates, the park was divided into six themed 
areas commemorating the six countries whose national flags have flown over Texas.  Over the 
years, other new sections have been added, but the six original areas still exist.  The six areas are: 

 
 

Spain and Mexico Sections 
Venturing left from the main gate, the Six Flags visitor enters the Mexico section of the Park, and just beyond lies the 

Spain section.  These areas are almost indistinguishable because of the similarly styled architecture. 
Notice the architecture:  the brilliantly colored frescoes (patterns painted onto white walls), the tiled roofs, the arches 

and stone fountains.  The Spanish introduced this style of architecture into Mexico, and the Mexicans brought it north into 
Texas.  Instead of wood, the builders resorted to stone or adobe (dried mud brick) for construction purposes.  These are 
the types of buildings that would have been seen in early Texas.  One such building, the Spanish Governors' Palace, still 
stands on the Military Plaza in San Antonio.  The date the Governors' Palace was constructed, 1749, is carved into the stone 
over the entrance. That also was a common practice of the Spanish architects.  A stone over the entrance into the Alamo 
church bore the date 1758.   

Take a fun ride on the Conquistador, a giant swing shaped like a Spanish galleon.  Although it is much smaller than 
the great wooden ships that carried the Spanish explorers across the Atlantic, those original galleons were very small 
compared to the ocean liners of today.  Still, those early galleons must have seemed tiny to anyone who rode in them for 
weeks and weeks across the vast ocean. 

 

Texas Section 
Continuing clockwise through the park you enter the Texas section.  Here the wooden buildings are more indicative 

of Texas in the 1870's and 1880's – the time of the wild west – than during the Republic era (1836-1845).  Again, pay 
attention to the signs on the buildings.  Some of the signs, like the one for the legal firm of "Ketchum, Cheatum & Wynn," 
are just for fun, but other signs convey a lot of history.  One sign reads "Fort Worth Star/est. 1905."  In 1908, the Star 
merged with another newspaper, the Telegram, to become the Star-Telegram, the newspaper that still serves Fort Worth 
and Arlington today. 

Notice also that there is a Johnson Creek Livery and a Johnson Creek School.  Johnson Creek was named after 
Middleton Tate Johnson, an early politician and Texas Ranger.  One of the very first pioneers to live in the Arlington area, 
Johnson arrived in 1848 and established a cotton plantation and settlement known as Johnson's Station on Marrow Bone 
Springs, not far from where Six Flags Over Texas is now located.  The following year he guided Major Ripley Arnold's 
dragoons onto the bluffs overlooking the Trinity River, where they established a military post called Fort Worth.  

A sign on the Schoolhouse reads, "School closed - gone cotton choppin’”. Though this sign seems amusing, in fact, 
work hands were scarce on the 19th Century frontier.  When it came time to harvest crops, schools often closed down so 
that the students could help in the fields. 

One of the buildings in the Texas section bears the sign "Law West of the Pecos." This structure replicates an original 
saloon called the Jersey Lillie in Langtry, Texas where a colorful character named Judge Roy Bean delivered his often 
unorthodox court rulings. Once a man fell off a bridge to his death.  Discovering $40 and a pistol on the corpse, Bean 
fined the deceased $40 for carrying a concealed weapon.   

Near the blacksmith shop is a cemetery called Boot Hill.  The original Boot Hill cemetery was in Dodge City, Kansas; 
however, the name soon applied to cemeteries across the West, especially in places where men died suddenly "with their 
boots on."  The epitaphs on the tombstones in the Six Flags Boot Hill are all frivolous. Sometimes they were amusing even 
back in the old days. An original epitaph in the Boot Hill cemetery in Tombstone, Arizona, reads, "Here lies Les Moore/four 
slugs from a .44/no Les no more." 

After a thrilling experience on the Texas Giant, take a more relaxed ride on the Six Flags train that circles the park.  
Train tracks first appeared in Texas in the mid-1870's, and soon the rails stretched all across the vast distances of Texas.  
The trains ended the great cattle drives up the Chisholm Trail since the ranchers only had to herd their cattle to the nearest 
railroad. 

The Train Station in the Texas section replicates the style of the early stations and includes many of the same 
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features.  Students will see the ticket booth and a pot-bellied stove where passengers huddled to keep warm during the 
cold times while waiting for the next train.  A telegraph office shares the station building. Outside, a freight wagon stands 
on the platform, ready for its cargo to be loaded on the train. 

The two locomotives at Six Flags are original steam engines – dating from 1887 and 1903 – that have been converted 
to burn diesel oil; however, they are narrow gauge trains rather than the standard gauge used almost exclusively today. 
Even in the 19th Century, narrow gauge trains were the exception to the rule. They usually ran short distances, connecting 
towns off the main line. One narrow gauge company was called the "TM&C Line" because it started operation with only 
two mules and a car.   

 

Old South Section 
The Old South section of the park recalls the four bitter years (1861-1865) when the Confederate Stars and Bars flew 

over Texas.  Most of the buildings retain a western look, as most Texas buildings appeared at that time; however, the 
Southern Palace, with its grand columns, reflects the opulence of a classic antebellum mansion. 

While waiting in the line for Runaway Mountain, you almost feel that you are in the bayous and swamps along the 
Texas-Louisiana border.  Watch out for those big alligators!  And don't step off the path into that quicksand!  The ride has 
a mining theme.  Observe the mining carts and other antique equipment. 

Notice the sign that reads, "Warning- Do not return to a missed fire shot for a period of not less than thirty minutes." 
Miners used to blast their way through the mountains with dynamite.  After lighting the fuse they would run far enough 
back into the tunnel to be safe from the concussion of the explosion, but sometimes the dynamite charge – or "shot” – 
would not explode when it was supposed to. Then it became very dangerous to approach because the charge might 
suddenly become active. 

 

France Section 
When Six Flags Over Texas opened, the highlight of the France section was La Salle's Riverboat ride.  Now the only 

mention of La Salle is on a sign above a shirt shop. 
Observe the wooden stockade with its blockhouse. This was the kind of architecture Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle 

used to erect his ill-fated Fort St. Louis in 1685.  Notice also the naval cannon on its low carriage with four small wheels.  
This style of cannon was used on board ships, where it rolled easily across wooden decks, but the small wheels made it 
difficult to maneuver over rough or muddy land. 

Before La Salle’s flagship, the Belle, sank in Matagorda Bay, French colonists salvaged at least eight of the ship's 
cannon.  In 1689, when Alonso De Leon discovered the ruins of Fort St. Louis, he could not drag the cannon with him 
overland so he buried the eight cannon in the soft earth along the bank of Garcitas Creek.  There they rested for over three 
centuries.  In 1995, the Belle was discovered in Matagorda Bay by a team of Texas Historical Commission archeologists.  
The following year, a Victoria County ranch foreman accidentally stumbled upon the buried cannon.  Excavating the area, 
archeologists uncovered the foundation of Fort St. Louis, complete with the partial skeletons of two of the hapless French 
colonists.  

Boom Town Section 
The Boom Town section pays tribute to the great oil discoveries and other industries that carried Texas into the 20th 

Century.  Near the Runaway Mine Train stands a full-sized model of the Crowley oil rig that discovered oil near 
Breckinridge, Texas, in 1820. 

The Boomtown fire truck nearby is an original, built by American La France, a company that has been making fire 
trucks for more than a century.  This one is an early model, chain driven, with wood spoke wheels and a gas tank located 
high behind the driver so that gravity fed the gas to the engine. 

The Runaway Mine Train and Mini Mine Train rides are another tribute to the mining industry.  In reality, however, 
there was very little tunnel mining in Texas.  Most of the iron and coal that Texas produces comes from open pit mines.  
Iron ore tends to tum the soil red, and people living in such regions often were called “redlanders." 
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Discovering History at Six Flags Over Texas: 

1. The date over the entrance to the Casa de las Banderas in the Mexico Section is 1836.  What Texas historical 
significance is associated with that year? 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

2. “Conquistador” and “galleon” are two of the Spanish words printed on signs in the Mexico and Spain Sections of 
Six Flags Over Texas.  Some others are banco, fiesta, casa, mercado, plaza, and las tazas.  Do you know what these 
words mean? 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 
3. In the Texas Section of the park there is a blacksmith shop where you’ll see an anvil, a forge, a foot-powered 

grinding wheel, and a number of the everyday frontier utensils that were made by blacksmiths.  What are some of 
these items you see there? 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

4. In the 1870's, an experienced cowboy was paid a dollar a day, and “greenhorns” received much less.  How much is 
the weekly rate at the Johnson's Creek Hotel in the Texas Section?  Believe it or not, this rate included three 
square meals a day.   
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

5. Some of the signs in the park are just for fun – like the one for the legal firm of "Ketchum, Cheatum & Wynn" in the 
Texas Section; but other signs convey a lot of history.  For instance, another sign reads "Fort Worth Star, est’d 1905."  
In 1908, the Star merged with another paper to become a newspaper that still serves Fort Worth and Arlington today.  
Can you guess what the other newspaper was named? 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

6. Ride around the Six Flags park on the train.  What does the engineer use as a warning whenever the train approaches 
a crossing?  (Trains today still use this warning) 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

7. While riding around the park on the train, you will see a Plains Indian encampment.  Original tepees were made 
from the hide of bison.  An animal skin can be seen stretched in a wooden frame where it is being tanned.  Also notice 
the horse with the two poles attached to its body.  Indians would connect the rear of those poles with an animal skin 
to make a “travois.”  How do you think a travois was useful? 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 

8. What is the golden symbol on the French flag called? (the answer is given in this workbook) 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

This Guide only touches on some of the more prominent historical  

features that exist in the Six Flags Over Texas park. 

Can you find more? 
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Answers for the Teachers: 

1. 1836 was the year Texas became a republic. 

2. Banco – bank (or bench) 
Fiesta –celebration; party 
Casa - house 
Mercado - store 
Plaza – market place 
Las Tazas –the teacups 

3. Horseshoes, plows, iron wagonwheel rims 

4. 5 cents 

5. The Telegram (now the Fort Worth Star-Telegram) 

6. A whistle 

7. Used for transporting anything too heavy or bulky to carry. 

8. Fleur de lis 
 


